
  ““As usual, Mike Slaughter pushes us to be faithful not just in word but in 
action. His book shiny gods caused me to do a heart check on my priorities.”   

 —Jacob Armstrong, founding pastor, Providence United Methodist Church, 
Mt. Juliet TN, and author of Upside Down: A Different Way to Live

  “Mike’s teachings have brought financial freedom to our family—not just 
dollars and cents, but the assurance that we are part of God’s redemptive 

purpose through our faithful stewardship.”  

 —Missy and Jeremy Briggs, members of Ginghamsburg Church

How much is enough?
 In a culture guided by shiny, life-promising distractions, “enough” 
seems elusive and keeps us chasing the next quick fix. 
 What if the Giver of Life offered freedom from this downward spiral—
would you take it? In shiny gods, pastor and author Mike Slaughter helps 
readers reassess priorities to create a culture and lifestyle of giving, based 
on the word of God and the example of Christ. In his inspiring, challenging, 
and humorous style, Slaughter helps us consider these topics:

• Naming Our Idols • Money, Work, and Debt  
• Be Faithful, Save, and Give • Heart Giving
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Mike Slaughter, lead pastor at Ginghamsburg Church, is a catalyst for 
change in the worldwide church. Under his leadership, Ginghamsburg Church 
has become known for its generosity and its annual Christmas Miracle Offering, 
which has raised millions for ministry in Sudan and around the world. Mike is 
the author of multiple books including Christmas Is Not Your Birthday, Change 
the World, Spiritual Entrepreneurs, Real Followers, Momentum for Life,  
UnLearning Church, and Upside Living in a Downside Economy. For more  
information visit www.mikeslaughter.com.

finding freedom from things 
that distract us

mike slaughter

m
ike slaughter

RELIGION/ Christian Life / Stewardship & Giving US $14.99

www.abingdonpress.com

Cover design: Marc Whitaker

9781426761942.indd   1 3/7/13   8:56 AM



shiny gods
finding freedom from things that distract us

NEW_9781426761942_indd000.indd   1 3/7/13   9:13 AM



Program Components

Book
shiny gods: finding freedom from things that distract us

DVD
shiny gods: finding freedom from things that distract us
Video programs with downloadable leader guide

Program Flash Drive with Booklet 
first: putting GOD first in living and giving
Instructions for planning and using the program

Devotions
first: putting GOD first in living and giving
Daily meditations to use during the program

Youth Study Edition
first: putting GOD first in living and giving
Book for youth to use during the program, with leader helps

Children’s Leader Guide
first: putting GOD first in living and giving
Lesson plans for younger and older children

Program Kit
first: putting GOD first in living and giving
One of each component
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7

INTRODUCTION

A JOURNEY OF HOPE

c

I believe that when a person becomes Christian, 

there is one new birth yet many conversions. I 

became a new person in Jesus in 1969, but I wasn’t 

converted in my wallet until 1976. 

I was in seminary at the time. About two weeks 

before graduation, one of my professors pulled me 

aside. He said, “Mike, if you are not tithing, please 

do not go into ministry. Don’t pollute the church. Go 

teach school or something. We don’t need any more 

people in the church who preach, ‘Do what I say, not 

what I do.’” 

That simple conversation hit me hard. I was con-

verted. I realized that loving God is not about saying 
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shiny gods

the right words, accepting an abstract ideal, or claim-

ing an emotion. Loving God is an intentional com-

mitment to self-sacrifice for the well-being of others. 

God’s word on the subject is clear. Proverbs 3:9-10 

reminds us to “honor the Lord with your wealth and 

with the first of all your crops. Then your barns will be 

filled with plenty, and your vats will burst with wine.” 

In 2 Corinthians 9:11 we read, “You will be made rich 

in every way so that you can be generous in every way.” 

And yet, in spite of clear guidance from the God of 

abundance, our giving is often limited to the leftovers 

of our perceived scarcity. We need a conversion in our 

thinking about finances! We need to rediscover that 

we are designed to be the producers of God’s bless-

ings in the lives of others, not simply the consumers 

of stuff.

There’s an old story about a conversation between 

a chicken and a pig. The chicken says, “Let’s do 

breakfast.” The pig replies, “That’s easy for you to 

say. You just make a donation. For me, it’s a total life 

sacrifice.” If we are to be followers of Jesus, then we 
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Introduction

are the pig, not the chicken. We have to move from 

donation to sacrifice, from consuming to investing. 

Tony is one of our young staff members at 

Ginghamsburg Church in Tipp City, Ohio, where I am 

senior pastor. Tony is an Army veteran with a beauti-

ful wife and three young children. He and his wife 

Karen have a great story to tell about learning to live 

out God’s principles for their finances.

When our church hires staff, we do a criminal 

background and credit check, so we knew that Tony 

and Karen were carrying about $32,000 in consumer 

debt, including a car loan, credit card debt, and medi-

cal expenses. They also had mortgage debt on their 

home as well as on a rental property. They had a com-

fortable income, but they were still living paycheck 

to paycheck. 

Tony and Karen were encouraged to see where 

their money was going. Tony is a gregarious guy who 

loves to entertain, and the family found it convenient 

to eat out frequently. They were absolutely floored 

to find out they were spending $650 each month on 
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shiny gods

restaurant meals. They developed a budget, began 

a debt reduction plan, and started trusting God in 

the tithe. Within fourteen months they had paid off 

$23,000 of their consumer debt, and they expect to 

pay off the other $9,000 this year. They recently refi-

nanced their home to a 15-year mortgage at a 2.75% 

interest rate, so they will own their home free and 

clear by the time they are fifty years old. They have 

put together an emergency fund, and now they pay 

cash for everything. Any extra money that comes into 

their hands—tax refund, pay increase, bonus—goes 

immediately against the remaining debt. 

It hasn’t always been easy, but Tony and Karen 

have persevered. They plan and work on their finances 

together. Does that save a lot of heated arguments? 

You bet. Tony’s best advice for others? Seek help and 

get started. Tony also shared recently with me that 

tithing has transformed his relationship with God. 

He says, “You know, it’s one thing to be a believer; 

it’s altogether another to be truly committed to the 

relationship.” 
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I’m also inspired by the story of Kim and her hus-

band John. When Kim was six months into her first 

pregnancy, she lost her job. As she put it, “One day 

I was employed; the next day I wasn’t. And finding 

a new job is virtually impossible when you are six 

months along.” It meant an immediate loss of $30,000 

in annual income. 

Kim, desperate to save money, turned to coupons 

and rebates. Soon she was collecting so many free or 

low-cost items that her family couldn’t use them all. In 

fact, John joked that she just needed to stop. Instead, 

Kim started donating the extra coupons and rebates to 

our New Path food pantry. Kim offered her gifts and 

knowledge of couponing to others at Ginghamsburg 

Church. At first there was little interest, but when the 

recession hit, people suddenly wanted to hear more. 

Kim and John, even though it didn’t seem to make 

sense on paper, also committed themselves to the full 

tithe. At one point they wrote a tithe check, knowing 

there might not be sufficient funds to cover it. Yet that 

same day, in one of those inexplicable God miracles, an 
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unexpected check from their escrow account appeared 

in the mailbox with the exact amount needed. 

These days, Kim has turned her couponing talent 

into a ministry for others. She and some of her first stu-

dents were inspired to start ClipShopShare, a ministry 

dedicated to teaching others how to do more with less 

through couponing and rebates. ClipShopShare has a 

second mission as well; it has donated over $57,000 of 

food, toiletries, and household items to our New Path 

Outreach Ministries through couponing strategies. 

Then there is Shannon, a young single woman in our 

congregation who took one of our financial classes. Prior 

to then, she too had been living paycheck to paycheck, 

struggling to support herself with an $18,000 annual 

income and $7,000 in unsecured debt. After completing 

the class, Shannon developed a three-month equivalent 

emergency fund, started living on a detailed budget, 

and paid off all of her debt within fourteen months. 

Committing to the full tithe was also part of Shannon’s 

process. She actively serves at our two urban campuses 

in socioeconomically challenged neighborhoods of 
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Introduction

Dayton and has become a certified instructor in one of 

our financial classes. In fact, Shannon leads the financial 

ministries team for Ginghamsburg. 

Why I am I telling you these stories? I want you to 

have hope. In this book I’ll challenge you to do hard 

things. You will be asked to:

•	 reject the “shiny gods” or idols that lead you 

away from God, keep you in debt, and render 

you ineffective in serving the Kingdom;

•	 see work as a gift, not a curse, and deploy it 

powerfully, not just to earn an income but to 

bring about God’s desired outcome;

•	 eliminate debt, living simply within your means;

•	 fully release all your resources—time, money, 

and talents—into God’s hands for his purposes.

It’s a long journey from shiny gods to a life well 

lived and a world well served. It isn’t a journey for the 

faint of heart, but it is a journey of hope. Tony, Kim, 

and Shannon can tell you all about it. 

Let’s get started.
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