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BIBLE STORY RETELLING
Children Contribute (John 6:1-15)

Narrator: A large crowd
had begun to follow
Jesus because they
had seen him heal the
sick. Jesus went up on
amountain with his
disciples. Jesushad a
large crowd following
him even there. [t was
nearly time for the
Passover festival.

Jesus: Where will we buy food to
feed all these people?

Narrator: Jesus already knew what
he was going to do, but he was
testing his disciples.

Philip: It would take half a year's
salary to feed them all!

Andrew: A youth who is here has
five barley loaves and two fish,
but what good will that dowitha
crowd this big?

Jesus: Have the people sit down on
the grass.

People (rest of the class): (Sit
down on the ground)

Narrator: Jesus gave thanks for
the bread and the fish and gave

SESSION 5
Children Contribute

it to the people. Each person had
plenty. Then he told the disciples
to gather up what was left.

Jesus: Gather up the leftovers, so
that nothing will be wasted.

Disciples: (Pantomime gathering
leftovers)

Narrator: The disciples gathered
twelve baskets of leftovers.

People (rest of the class): Jesus
is truly the prophet we have been
expecting!

Narrator: Jesus realized that
the people were about to come
and force him to be their king,
so he left again to be alone on a
mountain.

W SPIRITUAL PRACTICE

2

Write a table blessing using the letters in the word CHILDREN. Add a word
or phrase that starts with each letter below on the following lines. Say this

blessing before your next meal.

C

Acts 4:32 The community of believers was one in heart and mind.
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Re.? Contributing Wy Share a Meal

Most people think of a church as just a part of the larger community, which is
made up of schools, businesses, and other organizations that serve people
who live in a specific area. However, churches can be like small communities
within communities. Like the larger communities that they are a part of,
churches offer many opportunities for children to contribute.

It is sometimes hard for adults and even children to remember and see that
children have a lot to offer to any community. Yet, children have and always
will bring valuable contributions. This is especially true at church. Here

are some ways that you can serve your church community: sing in a youth
choir, take on a special responsibility within your Sunday school classroom,
volunteer to help with activities for younger children, or volunteer in other
ministry areas where there are roles for children.

Today, your child(ren) learned about how children contribute through
John 6:1-15. Read this story together in the CEB Deep Blue Kids Bible.

| wonder:

* How do you think the child felt when Jesus fed the large crowd with his food?
* Do you think the crowd was surprised when Jesus fed everyone?
* How do you think the disciples felt when they saw that there were leftovers?

As a family, make and share a meal that can be stretched a long way such as a
stew, pasta, or rice dish. Enjoy the meal together as you discuss the story. Invite
afew guests if you would like, and see how far you can stretch the meal. (You
may want to prepare your guests for what you're doing,)
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